
 
 
 
Seven years ago as I entered Hamilton Unified 
School District, the School Board had adopted an 
English Language Adoption along with an inno-
vative change in how we instruct students who 
were non-English speaking or limited-English 
learners. It was the hope and goal of that adop-
tion that led us to today. Seven years later we 
are able to adopt our next challenge of bringing 

dual immersion language development to our 
school district. Through a partnership of parents, 
staff, community members and the school board, 
a dream has been realized in our district to 
begin teaching students in both English and 
Spanish. It would begin with students in kinder-
garten and first grade for the 2018-2019 
school year.  Our hope is that our entering Kin-
dergarteners, the future graduating class of 
Hamilton High School 2032-33 will have a great 
percentage of graduates who will not only be 
bilingual, but also biliterate in both English and 
Spanish. 
 
The plan to accomplish the goals of the Hamilton 
High School Class of 2032-33 is to begin in 
2018-2019 with a dual immersion program for 
a strand of students in Kindergarten and 1st 
grade. Kindergarteners will have 90% of the 
language taught and produced in Spanish and 
10% in English. 1st graders will have 80% in 
Spanish and 20% in English. As these cohorts of 
students’ progress each year to the next grade, 
 
 

 
 
 
3rd grade will be a 70% Spanish and 30% 
English and moving upwards through 5th grade. 
From 6th grade through 8th grade they will con-
tinue their education in a traditional non-dual 
immersion setting with the addition of a Spanish 
class. As these students enter high school Spanish 
instruction, our hope is that they will be able to 
access the depths of both the Spanish language 

accusation and the cultural. 
 
I want to thank all those who have given their 
time and effort to make the dual immersion pro-
gram a reality. Along with our parents, our 
school board and the community, also a special 
thank you to all our Dual Immersion Committee 
Members, including Maggie Sawyer, ELD Coor-
dinator and Hamilton Elementary School Assistant 
Principal, Kathy Thomas, the PTO and School Site 
Council President, Genaro Reyes, and finally 
CTA Unit President Leslie Anderson, Teacher on 
Special Assignment (TOSA) for their leadership 
during this process. 
 
 
Charles Tracy 
Superintendent 
ctracy@husdschools.org; 
(530) 826-3261 Ext. 6004 

 

Hami l t on  Un i f i ed  S choo l  D i s t r i c t  

 

Over the last few months, Hamilton Unified 
School District has been holding public workshops 
seeking community input regarding facilities and 
other curricular needs. Over the next few months, 

the school board will be further discussing the 
priorities list (that was created at prior communi-
ty meetings). It is imperative that our district de-
velop a long and short term plan for district fa-
cilities/sites for future students at Hamilton Uni-
fied School District. Please attend the following 
board meetings to help us plan. Please also be 
on the lookout for additional public meetings 
posted at the school sites and on the website: 

www.husdschools.org. 

 

 

 Wednesday, March 28, 2018 

 Wednesday, April 25, 2018 

 Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

 Wednesday, June 6, 2018 

 Wednesday, June 20, 2018 

 
Charles Tracy 
Superintendent 
ctracy@husdschools.org; 
(530) 826-3261 Ext. 6004 
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We are pleased to announce we have tentative plans for a new 
farm facility for our FFA and Ag students. Thanks to our Ag De-
partment, specifically, Ms. Loshe, the District was awarded a Ca-
reer Technical Education (CTE) grant in excess of $300,000. Ten-
tatively we will begin structural plans and bidding process in the 
next couple months. If all goes well, demolition of the old facilities 
will occur after school is out. 

 
Secondly, we are currently replacing the roofs at Ella Barkley 
High School and the Cafeteria lower roof at Hamilton Elementary 
School this summer. Over the last two summers we have worked 
hard to get our aging roofs repaired, replaced or refurbished 
and can now assure weather tightness of all roofs for the next 15-
20 years. 
 
Finally, summer school will be at Hamilton Elementary School this 
year for our younger students followed by the Boys and Girls 
Club summer camp. Hamilton High School will conduct a summer 
credit recovery program as well. Summer school dates will be 
from Monday, June 11, 2018 – Friday, June 29, 2018. Notices 
for both offerings will be sent out to parents soon.   
 
The Boys and Girls Club will be running their summer camp after 
summer school and beyond until the first week in August (please 
remember that the slots for Boys and Girls Club summer camp fill 
up quickly). Sign up soon or put your place holder into the Boys 
and Girls Club Office to ensure your child’s spot for this summer. 
 
 
Charles Tracy 
Superintendent 
ctracy@husdschools.org; 
(530) 826-3261 Ext. 6004 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The business department is preparing for our 2nd Interim report 
which is due to the California Department of Education (CDE) by 
April 15th after it is reviewed by the Glenn County Office of Edu-
cation. We closed our 2016-17 books and completed our audit in 
good standing with an approximate reserve of 27%. This signifies 
hard work and dedication by all staff, administrators, board 
members and the students who attend HUSD. Goals and priorities 
are captured in the budget and brought to fruition collectively 
among these groups. The daily attendance rate was exceptional 
at 96%. In my opinion, these few facts are what make HUSD fis-
cally sound and academically strong. 
 
In the area of facilities, HUSD continues to make improvements to 
all our sites. Currently we are scheduled to replace the roofs at  

 
 
 
Ella Barkley this month when the weather holds steady for a few 
days. We are also preparing to replace the sunshades on the 
400 building at the elementary school due to a requirement of 
Division of the State Architect (DSA). We also have ordered new 
pocket tables for the elementary school cafeteria. We anticipate 
them being installed over Spring Break. A large project also in the 
works is the construction of a new Ag facility which includes a hog 

barn and storage barn. We anticipate putting the project out to 
bid soon. 
 
 
Diane Holliman 
Chief Business Official 
dlyon@husdschools.org 
(530) 826-3261 Ext. 6011 
 
 
 
 
Hamilton Unified School District installed and began using four 
“Smart Classrooms” this school year and due to the success and 
popularity of these classrooms we have decided to add a few 
more of these Smart Classrooms next summer.  
 
The question the public is asking is ‘What is a Smart Classroom?  
Why are these Smart Classrooms worth the expense? What are 
their children gaining from these Smart Classrooms?’ 
 
A Smart Classroom begins with Google Classroom and Chrome-
books. Students in these classrooms have the opportunity to use 
and explore using a laptop for their day-to-day class work. This 
helps the student become proficient with computers while exposing 
them to a paperless environment. Students can receive their as-
signments via Google Classroom, complete the aforementioned 
assignment and turn in the work without ever printing out a piece 
of paper.  
 
The next big change of the Smart Classroom would be the moni-
tor/TV in the classroom. These Smart Classrooms have a 70” smart 

monitor that allows the student to directly interact with the curricu-
lum and also become familiar with presenting information in front 
of the class. These monitors also allow for multiple students to in-
teract with the screen at the same time and increase their comfort 
level with technology.  
 
These monitors combined with Chromebooks and Google Class-
room create an engaging and modern learning environment.  
 
… (continued on page 3) 
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(AND MORE FACILITY INFORMATION!) 

WHAT IS A ‘SMART CLASSROOM?’ 



 

… (continued from page 2) 

The best thing about these Smart Classrooms is that the teachers 

have also been able to expand their knowledge. Smart Class-

rooms are staffed by teachers that are Google Certified at level 

1 and 2. Between the Smart Classrooms’ technology upgrades 

and the Google Certified Teachers we at Hamilton Unified School 

District are providing a modern and engaging environment for 

our students. 

Frank James 
Director of Technology 
fjames@husdschools.org 
(530) 826-3261 Ext. 6008 
 
Derek Hawley 
Information Systems Technician 
dhawley@husdschools.org 
(530) 826-3261 Ext. 6008 
 
 
 
 
The list of acronyms in education is scary.  Although these are eve-
ryday terms used in the schools around California for some edu-
cators and most parents they are hard to keep straight, and may-
be a little intimidating.  They are, nonetheless, necessary to our 
daily function. 
 
The Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) was enacted in 2013–
14, and it replaced the previous kindergarten through grade 12 
(K–12) finance system which had been in existence for roughly 40 
years. With this legislative change came the local control account-
ability plan or LCAP. 
 
As part of the LCFF, school districts, using a template adopted by 
the California State Board of Education (SBE), County Offices of 
Education (COE) and charter schools are required to develop, 
adopt, and annually update a three-year Local Control and Ac-
countability Plan (LCAP) . In addition, the SBE is required to adopt 
evaluation rubrics (now known as the “California Schools Dash-
board”) to assist LEAs and oversight entities in evaluating 

strengths, weaknesses, areas that require improvement, technical 
assistance needs and where interventions are warranted. 
 
Currently the California Schools Dashboard displays a variety of 
qualitative and quantitative data.  On Saturday, March 3, 2018, 
HUSD held a public meeting in order to review our Dashboard 
data. There was a presentation regarding an overview of district 
data, then a deeper dive into our areas of need, greatest 
strengths and greatest progress over the last year. Any recom-
mendations coming from our stakeholders (students, parents, staff 
and community) will be considered as our current LCAP is modi-
fied for 2018-19. 
 

 
 
Stakeholder input is important to our LCAP.  Please look for infor-
mation regarding a parent survey coming soon. 
 
 
Leslie Anderson 
Coordinator of Educational Services, TOSA 
landerson@husdschools.org 
(530) 826-3261 Ext. 5026 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The elementary school has been busy this past month with all kinds 
of activities and events. 
 
Reading across our campus is alive and well! On February 
1st,  all students and staff took a few minutes to celebrate World 
Read Aloud Day.  All students came outside to read an excerpt 
from Fly Guy showing our unity and supporting literacy on cam-
pus. Our third graders were involved in a reading challenge for 
the entire month of February. Congratulations to those students 
who read aloud at home to improve their reading skills and to the 
families who supported the challenge.  In addition, HES celebrat-
ed Read Across America and Dr. Seuss Day with reading and 
special events. Everyday brought something different to the cam-
pus, and the week ended up with a rally for K-5 on Dr. Seuss 
Day. 
 
Home/School communications is important to us at HES.  You’ll 
notice that we have a new announcement board outside the office 
to highlight upcoming events, and we are continuing to connect 
with our office calls and flyers.  At the last parent luncheon and 
Morning Coffee with the Principal, parents requested more infor-
mation on various topics: safety, behavior management and 
cyberbullying. Parent luncheons are on the first Friday of the 
month and Morning Coffee with the Principal is on the third 
Wednesday. We will be addressing these topics in upcoming 
meetings. 
 

Another parent request was to revisit parent conference schedul-
ing to accommodate families with students at the primary and 
middle school. On February 15th, our K-5 teachers scheduled 
conferences with students who are not meeting grade-level ex-
pectations. Middle school teachers will be meeting with parents of 
students not meeting grade-level expectations on March 21, 
2018. 
 
Parent participation is valued and makes our school stronger.  
 
… (continued on page 4) 
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HAMILTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL RECENT 
ACTIVITIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 



… (continued from page 3) 
 
Mark you calendars for the following upcoming events: Morning 
Coffee is on 3/21 from 7:30 a.m. — 8:15 a.m., Kindergarten 
Roundup is on 3/22 beginning at 8:00, the May Dance Festival is 
on 5/3. 
 
Keep up to date with more detailed descriptions of what is hap-
pening at HES by visiting the “Principal’s Corner” on our school 
website: www.husdschools.org. 
 

 
Kathy Thomas 
Assistant Principal, Hamilton Elementary School 
kthomas@husdschools.org; (530) 826-3474 Ext. 5007 
 
 
 
This spring, our district will be administering the California Science 
Test (CAST) an online assessment based on the California Next 
Generation Science Standards (NGSS). All local educational 
agencies (LEAs) with eligible students in grades five and eight and 
in high school will administer the CAST test. The CAST test uses the 
current California Assessment of Student Performance and Pro-
gress (CAASPP) test delivery system and will only be administered 
online. Each school and district will receive student scores for the 
test and student participation data will be collected and reported 
for accountability. 
 
The CAST will be administered in grades five and eight and once 
to each student while that student is in high school. For the 2017–
18 test, all grade twelve students will take the CAST. Additionally, 
Local Education Agencies (LEAs) have the option to test any grade 
ten or eleven student based on the guidelines set forth by the Cal-
ifornia Department of Education (CDE).   
 
For Hamilton Unified, our CAST test window will be open from 
late March through late May.  Each school site will coordinate the 
testing schedule to offer students the best opportunity for success.   
Only eligible students may participate in the administration of the 
CAST. Students assigned to take an alternate assessment should 
take the California Alternate Assessment for Science.  This alter-
nate assessment is generally given to students identified with disa-
bilities.   
 
As a reminder, HUSD students in grades 3-8 and grade 11 will 
also be taking the CAASPP test for English Language Arts and for 
Mathematics before the end of the school year.  For more infor-
mation on testing schedules, please contact your child’s school site 
test coordinator. 
 
 
Cris Oseguera 
Principal, Hamilton High School 
coseguera@husdschools.org; (530) 826-3261 Ext. 1009 

 

 

 

On January 30, 2018, the Hamilton Unified School District School 
Board approved the implementation of a Dual Immersion (DI) pro-
gram at Hamilton Elementary School to start next school year 
2018-19.  The Dual Immersion program will start with one Kinder-
garten class and one 1st grade class.  In the first year of imple-
mentation, 90% of the instruction will be in Spanish and 10% of 

the instruction will be in English.  Each year after, the Spanish will 
decrease by 10% and the English will increase by 10%.  (Refer to 

the following chart). 

The goals of Dual Immersion education are:  

 Develop bilingualism and bi-literacy.  The program will suc-

cessfully prepare students to obtain the Seal of Bi-literacy. 

 Achieve in all academic subjects according to district and 

state guidelines, in both languages. 

 Cultivate an understanding and an appreciation of other cul-
tures, inspire self-esteem, and strengthen positive attitudes 

among students, their families and the community. 

Kindergarten Round-Up 

Incoming Kindergarten parents will receive more information 
about this wonderful opportunity at the Hamilton Elementary 
School Kindergarten Round-up scheduled for Thursday, March 
22nd.  Parents should have a scheduled appointment on this date 
and it is important to bring your child with you.  If you do not have 
an appointment, please call the elementary school office at 530-
826-3474.   The office staff will be happy to answer any other 

questions you may have regarding the registration process.  

… (continued on page 5) 
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CALIFORNIA SCIENCE TEST 

ELD UPDATE: DUAL IMMERSION AT 

HAMILTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

Year Grade Spanish 
Instruction 

English 
Instruction 

2018-19 Kindergarten 90% 10% 

First Grade 90% 10% 

2019-20 Second Grade 80% 20% 

2020-21 Third Grade 70% 30% 

2021-22 Fourth Grade 60% 40% 

2022-23 Fifth Grade 50% 50% 



 
… (continued from page 4) 
 
Mandatory Dual Immersion Parent Meeting 
 
All Kindergarten and First grade parents will be required to at-
tend one mandatory parent meeting regarding the commitment, 
enrollment guidelines, and eligibility for the Dual Immersion pro-
gram on April 11th at 8:30 a.m. or 6:00 p.m. 
These meetings will be held at Hamilton Elementary School. 
 

ELPAC update 
 
The English Language Proficiency Assessments of California 
(ELPAC) is replacing the California English Language Development 
Test (CELDT) beginning this academic year 2017 – 18.  The ELPAC 
is designed to measure how well TK-12 students understand Eng-
lish when it is not their primary language.  The test is divided in 
two parts: Initial Assessment and Summative Assessment.  We are 
currently testing all TK-12 grade English Learners (EL) in the Sum-
mative ELPAC Assessment. 
 
Who: All identified English learners 
What:  Used to measure the skills of English learners. The results 
 will help us determine if the student is ready to be re
 classified as proficient in English 
When:  Every Spring (February to May) until they are reclass-
 ified as English 
 
Maggie Sawyer 
ELD Coordinator 
msawyer@husdschools.org; (530) 826-3474 Ext. 5023 
 
 
 
 
 
This is the journey of an adult English Language Learner who tran-
sitioned from Hamilton Adult School to Butte College to pursue a 
short term career in Child Development; Teresa Hurtado de Mo-
rales. 
 
“I enrolled in Hamilton Adult Education as an English Language 
Learner in 2014.  At that time, I had only been in the United 
States for approximately two and a half years and didn’t know a 
word in English.  I wanted to speak English to be able to get a 
better job and be able to communicate with others.  It was diffi-
cult but I kept working at it because I also had another goal — to 
become a citizen. In February 2017 I met my goal. I obtained my 
citizenship! This has been the biggest accomplishment for me per-
sonally. 
 
This motivated me even more to go a step further in my educa-
tional preparation by setting another goal which I will be fulfilling 
very soon. I was inspired to continue on and decided to enroll in 

Butte College. Today I am pursuing a short term program in Child 
Development and I am finishing what I set out to do. I will obtain a 
certificate that will allow me the possibility of getting a job as a 
Teacher’s Assistant. Currently, I’m elaborating a workability re-
quirement to gain the knowledge and experience in the develop-
ment of children 0-3 years of age, one of the many requirements 
of the Child Development Program.  In June of 2018 I will be 
completing the course of study, and I will be receiving my certifi-
cate in Child Development.  I am really proud of myself for the 
accomplishment in the advancement of a career. 
 

Learning English is important. My suggestion to all the students is 
that they should take into account that learning English in this coun-
try is essential.  The Hamilton Adult Ed. Program in Hamilton City 
welcomes you so you too can learn English and accomplish your 
goal, as it did for me by showing me the way.  I invite everyone 
who is interested in learning English to visit the Hamilton Adult 
School — it was one of the first schools that opened the door for 
me to accomplish my goals.” 
 
 
Sylvia Robles 
Hamilton Adult School Director/Teacher 
srobles@husdschools.org; 
(530) 826-3331 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Throughout the United States different cities and water municipali-
ties have found that older plumbing may cause unsafe drinking 
water. The most recent and notable cases were in Michigan a few 
years ago. The events that occurred in Michigan have created 
heightened awareness of the need to provide safe and clean 
drinking water for all. 
 
In cooperation with California Water Service (Cal Water) and our 
local town’s water system, Hamilton Unified School District will join 
in a testing project to ensure our systems are free from those con-
taminants that may harm our students. While we are confident 
that our district is in good shape as it relates to impurities, it never 
hurts to double check. Over the next few months, our district 
maintenance department will coordinate collection of samples at 
various school and district sites with Cal Water. The samples will 
be tested and reports filed by Cal Water on behalf of the school 
district. We will provide a copy of this report on our website once 
the district receives it from Cal-Water. 
 
 
Charles Tracy 
Superintendent 
ctracy@husdschools.org; 
(530) 826-3261 Ext. 6004 
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